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37 CFR Ch. I (7–1–03 Edition)§ 1.72 

the notice must be limited to only 
those elements provided for by law. For 
example, ‘‘1983 John Doe’’ (17 U.S.C. 
401) and ‘‘*M* John Doe’’ (17 U.S.C. 909) 
would be properly limited and, under 
current statutes, legally sufficient no-
tices of copyright and mask work, re-
spectively. Inclusion of a copyright or 
mask work notice will be permitted 
only if the authorization language set 
forth in paragraph (e) of this section is 
included at the beginning (preferably 
as the first paragraph) of the specifica-
tion. 

(e) The authorization shall read as 
follows:

A portion of the disclosure of this patent 
document contains material which is subject 
to (copyright or mask work) protection. The 
(copyright or mask work) owner has no ob-
jection to the facsimile reproduction by any-
one of the patent document or the patent 
disclosure, as it appears in the Patent and 
Trademark Office patent file or records, but 
otherwise reserves all (copyright or mask 
work) rights whatsoever.

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 53 
FR 47808, Nov. 28, 1988; 58 FR 38723, July 20, 
1993]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 38628, June 
30, 2003,§ 1.71 was amended by adding para-
graph (f), effective July 30, 2003. For the con-
venience of the user, the added text is set 
forth as follows:

§ 1.71 Detailed description and specification 
of the invention.

* * * * *

(f) The specification must commence on a 
separate sheet. Each sheet including part of 
the specification may not include other parts 
of the application or other information. The 
claim(s), abstract and sequence listing (if 
any) should not be included on a sheet in-
cluding any other part of the application.

§ 1.72 Title and abstract.

(a) The title of the invention may not 
exceed 500 characters in length and 
must be as short and specific as pos-
sible. Characters that cannot be cap-
tured and recorded in the Office’s auto-
mated information systems may not be 
reflected in the Office’s records in such 
systems or in documents created by 
the Office. Unless the title is supplied 
in an application data sheet (§ 1.76), the 
title of the invention should appear as 

a heading on the first page of the speci-
fication. 

(b) A brief abstract of the technical 
disclosure in the specification must 
commence on a separate sheet, pref-
erably following the claims, under the 
heading ‘‘Abstract’’ or ‘‘Abstract of the 
Disclosure.’’ The abstract in an appli-
cation filed under 35 U.S.C. 111 may not 
exceed 150 words in length. The purpose 
of the abstract is to enable the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 
and the public generally to determine 
quickly from a cursory inspection the 
nature and gist of the technical disclo-
sure. The abstract will not be used for 
interpreting the scope of the claims. 

[65 FR 54667, Sept. 8, 2000, as amended at 65 
FR 57054, Sept. 20, 2000]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 38628, June 
30, 2003,§ 1.72 was amended by revising para-
graph (b), effective July 30, 2003. For the con-
venience of the user, the revised text is set 
forth as follows:

§ 1.72 Title and abstract.

* * * * *

(b) A brief abstract of the technical disclo-
sure in the specification must commence on 
a separate sheet, preferably following the 
claims, under the heading ‘‘Abstract’’ or 
‘‘Abstract of the Disclosure.’’ The sheet or 
sheets presenting the abstract may not in-
clude other parts of the application or other 
material. The abstract in an application 
filed under 35 U.S.C. 111 may not exceed 150 
words in length. The purpose of the abstract 
is to enable the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office and the public generally to 
determine quickly from a cursory inspection 
the nature and gist of the technical disclo-
sure.

§ 1.73 Summary of the invention. 
A brief summary of the invention in-

dicating its nature and substance, 
which may include a statement of the 
object of the invention, should precede 
the detailed description. Such sum-
mary should, when set forth, be com-
mensurate with the invention as 
claimed and any object recited should 
be that of the invention as claimed.

§ 1.74 Reference to drawings. 
When there are drawings, there shall 

be a brief description of the several 
views of the drawings and the detailed 
description of the invention shall refer 
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